
Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 

St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

The First And Best Disciple 
The title Mother of God was given by the Church to Jesus’ mother, Mary, centuries ago. It translates the origi-
nal Greek Theotokos, meaning “God-bearer.” We celebrate Mary’s motherhood today, since without her will-
ing cooperation our Savior could not have entered this world as he did. She nurtured him, believed in him, and 
followed him all the way to the foot of the cross. The details about Mary in the scriptures are tantalizingly few, 
but certainly enough to show us what she was like. She was a risk taker. She trusted in God so much that she 
was willing to do whatever God asked of her. (“I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me accord-
ing to your word” [Luke 1:38].) She was protective. When her young son’s life was threatened by King Herod, 
she and Joseph made the dangerous journey to Egypt to save him from certain death (Matthew 2:13-15). She 
was prayerful. (“Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart” [Luke 2:19].) She was persistent. 
When the boy Jesus was lost on the trip to Jerusalem, she and Joseph searched for three days until he was 
found (Luke 2:43-46). She was joyful. Her song of praise to God, which we know as the Magnificat (Luke 
1:46-55), shows a heart and mind rich with spiritual understanding. She was courageous. How many of us 
could stand by and watch our son die a slow and agonizing death (John 19:25)? She pointed always in Jesus’ 
direction. At the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11), when the wine had run out, Jesus said to fill the jars with wa-
ter. Mary said simply and directly to the waiters, “Do whatever he tells you” (2:5). This is at the heart of what 
it is to be a disciple. Shouldn’t we follow her example? 
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Living God’s Word  

The motherhood of Mary is so important that it sometimes 
eclipses her role as Christ’s first disciple. 

All of us, men as well as women, can follow her example as disciples. 
Make a short list of ways you can be like her in the year ahead 

toward family, neighbor, church, and community. 

— Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Blessings 

 Today’s readings include another account of the 
story of Jesus’ birth. The reading from the book of 
Numbers reminds us that we are blessed. We are looked 
upon with kindness and grace. The psalm and Galatians 
remind us of the blessings given through God’s Son. 
Luke tells of our ultimate blessing, that Mary, a human 
being like us, gave birth to a child who is God’s Son. 
Mary, a young mother, watches all that is happening 
around the birth of her son. She listens as the shepherds 
bring messages from angels, a message she also re-
ceived from an angel, about her son. Yet Mary remains 
silent. She keeps all this news about her son to herself. 
She reflects on all these experiences. The only thing she 
shares is the name of her son, Jesus, a name given him 
before he was even conceived. Her silence leaves us 
wondering if this is how one responds to such a great 
blessing. 
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Saturday, Dec. 31  (St. Lawrence)                
6:30 pm: + Rosalie Strum by Gary & Sharon Halfmann 

Sunday, Jan. 1 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                             

8:00  am: + Elias Salas by Carlos & Linda Dusek            
10:00 am:+ Jean Marie Schwartz  
        by George and Doris Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners     

Monday,  Jan. 2 (St. Lawrence)                                                          
8:00 am: + Clarence Schaefer Jr.  
       by Doug & Karen Schaefer 

Tuesday,  Jan. 3 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : + Bill Schraeder  
        by Leroy & Valeria Hoelscher      
8:00 am:  Special Intention  
     by Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer 

Wednesday,  Jan. 4 (St. Lawrence)                                                                            
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
      by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa  
6:00 pm: + Kay Gully by Darren & Kim Jost                                                       
        (In Spanish)    

Thursday, Jan. 5  (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Barry Hirt by Lawrence & Helen Jost                                   
8:00 am: + Mark Merrill by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

Friday, Jan. 6  (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am : + Hubert Frerich by The Family                                                               

 Saturday, Jan. 7  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                
5:00 pm +  Lester Jansa by David & Belinda Weishuhn               
6:30 pm:+ Hubert Lange by Eugene & Marilee Jost 

Sunday, Jan. 8 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                              
8:00  am: + Merlene Kouba by Sheryl Wilson                                           
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members  
     of the St. Therese Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

On this feast, we can see how devotion to Mary has 
been a beacon of hope to the sick throughout history. 
In the new cathedral of Los Angeles, the faithful enter 
through a single door topped by a striking sculpture of 
Mary with arms stretched down in compassion. 
Sculpted into the massive bronze doors are the titles 
of Mary most treasured by various cultures. Many of 
them speak of how the sick are consoled by a sense of 
Mary’s presence. 

 Dorothy Day once recalled St. Bonaventure’s re-
mark that after the Lord’s long forty days of fasting in 
the desert, when he was diminished and weak from 
his struggle, the angels who ministered to him went 
first to the Blessed Mother’s house. There they saw 
the soup that was on her stove, and took some to the 
Lord so that he would delight in it even more since his 
mother had prepared it. “Of course,” said Dorothy 
Day matter-of-factly. 

 In praying the rosary and savoring the stories of 
Mary’s steadfast love in the face of all suffering, the 
sick are strengthened by one of our tradition’s most 
shining treasures, and the whole Church is enriched. 

     —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

¡Año nuevo, vida nueva! El día primero de enero, 
mientras muchos celebran las cábalas y cabañuelas de 
un año nuevo, los cristianos conmemoramos a quien 
dio a luz al autor de la vida. María, bajo el título de 
Madre de Dios, es como nosotros deseamos celebrar 
la esperanza de un ¡año nuevo, vida nueva! 

 El Concilio de Éfeso en el año 431 declaró a Ma-
ría como la Theotokos; la que “carga a Dios”. Este 
dogma tiene que ver más con el Hijo que con la madre 
y fue proclamado para afirmar que Jesucristo “desde 
toda la eternidad fue Dios”. Continúa la doctrina y 
afirma “Así como toda madre humana, no es solamen-
te madre del cuerpo humano sino de la persona, así 
María dio a luz a una persona, Jesucristo, quien es 
Dios y hombre, entonces Ella es la Madre de Dios”. 

 ¡Ésta sí que es vida nueva! Dios nace como ser 
humano y el ser humano carga a Dios. Gracias a Dios, 
todo ser humano puede ser como María Theotokos y 
cargar a Dios en su corazón. ¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 

        — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For January 

For educators:  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, 
teaching fraternity rather than competition and help-
ing the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
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Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

January 1 

St. Lawrence -Cecil & Wilma Halfmann 
St. Thomas –  Sheryl Wilson 

January 8 

St. Lawrence– Dcn. Joel Gutierrez Family                                   
St. Thomas– Erasmo Alvarado Family 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence      

Birthdays: Kara Hoelscher, Norma Olveda, Blake Stewart, 
Charles Braden, Eugene Hirt and Carl Hoelscher     

 

Anniversaries: Eugene & Dorothy Hirt and Doug & Carol Jost 

St. Thomas 

Birthdays: Randy Braden  
Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, January 7 

 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa 
 Readers: Volunteers            

Sunday, January 8 

 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher  
 Readers: Volunteers                

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 

Resolve to Spread God’s Mercy and Peace 

 Imagine: two New Year’s celebrations in little 
over a month! In late November, Advent began the 
new liturgical year, and today the secular New Year 
2023 begins. In today’s Gospel, everyone who heard 
it was amazed by the story the shepherds told of the 
angels’ message regarding the child. Mary herself 
continued to reflect on all these things in her heart. 
With religious persecutions raging, international and 
domestic conflicts seething, our family and friends 
suffering various difficulties, and COVID not yet en-
tirely in the rear-view mirror, not to mention our own 
personal problems, how much our world needs Jesus 
as another New Year veiled in mystery begins! As we 
pray for God’s mercy to enfold our world and em-
brace each of us in 2023, let our New Year’s resolu-
tion be to live for others, as Mary did, a channel of 
God’s mercy and an instrument of Christ’s peace. 
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NUESTRA FASCINANTE FE 

Resuelve difundir la misericordia y la paz de Dios 

 Imagínate: ¡dos celebraciones de Año Nuevo 
en poco más de un mes! A finales de noviembre, el 
Adviento dio inicio al nuevo año litúrgico, y hoy 
comienza el Año Nuevo secular 2023. En el Evan-
gelio de hoy, todos los que lo escucharon se quedaron 
asombrados por la historia que los pastores contaron 
del mensaje de los ángeles sobre el niño. La propia 
María seguía reflexionando sobre todas estas cosas en 
su corazón. Con las persecuciones religiosas, los con-
flictos internacionales y nacionales, las dificultades de 
nuestros familiares y amigos, y el COVID que aún no 
ha pasado por el retrovisor, por no hablar de nuestros 
propios problemas personales, ¡cuánto necesita nues-
tro mundo a Jesús al comenzar otro Año Nuevo en-
vuelto en el misterio! Mientras rezamos para que la 
misericordia de Dios envuelva a nuestro mundo y nos 
abrace a cada uno de nosotros en 2023, que nuestro 
propósito de Año Nuevo sea vivir para los demás, co-
mo hizo María, un canal de la misericordia de Dios y 
un instrumento de la paz de Cristo. 
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January Worklist 

Jesus & Christina Montes- CH 

Bart & Charlene Belew, Anthony & Hillary Wheat, 
Rodney & Madeline Gully, Kenneth & Shirley 
Braden, Shawn & Kayla Hartyl, Daniel & Jean Ann 
Kujawski, Wayne & Barbara Halfmann, Chais & 
Katrina Goodwin, Eloisa DeLuna, Darren & Kim Jost, 
Jesus & Gracie Sanchez, Eugene & Marilee Jost 

CYO News 

CYO will be collecting donations for The Life Center 
in Big Spring starting immediately through January.  

All donations are welcome but specifically they are 
asking for new or gently used newborn & premie size 
clothes and diapers, 24 month & 2T size clothes, size 
4/5 toddler clothes, size 7 diapers and 4T/5T pull-
ups.  Donation boxes will be set up in the back of 
both St. Lawrence and St. Thomas churches.  CYO 
and The Life Center thank you for your generosity! 

Altar Society News 

General Church Cleaning will be held January 9th at 
5:00. ALL women parishioners are asked to help. 
Following clean-up, there will be an Altar Society 
Meeting in the hall kitchen. Election of officers will 
take place. Everyone please give consideration to this 
church duty. 



Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

A Hebrew word that many people are familiar with is 
shalom, commonly translated into English as “peace.” 
However, the word is much richer, deeper, and broad-
er than that. As a matter of fact, when the blessing in 
today’s first reading concludes with shalom, it serves 
as a summary of the entire blessing: shalom is God’s 
wholeness, well-being, longevity, harmony, as well as 
God’s peace. Perhaps Mary prayed this blessing while 
she found herself in the midst of angels, shepherds, 
and—quite likely, thanks to the shepherds—
inquisitive neighbors who had been told of the won-
drous birth. Perhaps she prayed for God’s shalom not 
only for herself, but also for her child as she reflected 
on his birth. As we stand at the threshold of a new 
year, we can likewise pray this blessing, with Mary as 
our example, pondering the mysteries of Christ in our 
hearts, praying for the richness, depth, and breadth of 
God’s shalom. 

MARY THE CAREGIVER 

At some point in time, most people will find them-
selves needing to watch over another person. This is 
true for parents and children of course; for others, per-
haps an aging parent or spouse; a friend or neighbor 
living alone after surgery. At these times, along with 
the caregiving of the moment, there is often a focus on 
the future, a wondering about what will come. Quite 
naturally for the new mother Mary there is this future 
focus, with many possibilities for her to hold in her 
heart. She reflects quietly in the midst of the very hec-
tic series of events that follow the birth of her child: 
hurrying shepherds who go and tell the wondrous 
news to others, then those others sharing their amaze-
ment. Luke tells us that Mary keeps all of this, and 
reflects on it in her heart. Mary is watching over Jesus 
as mothers do, watching over each and every moment. 

GOD THE CAREGIVER 

As Mary watches over her child, so did Israel pray for 
God to watch over them and one another, to bless and 
keep them, as Mary kept and reflected on things in her 
heart. Mary’s face surely shone upon the infant Jesus, 
as Israel prayed for God’s face to shine upon them 
with that graciousness we also know in her whom we 
call “full of grace.” At the conclusion of the blessing 
in today’s first reading is a prayer for God to look on 
us in kindness and, even more, to grant us peace. It 
may be in this final line of the blessing that we see 
God most at work in the face and the care of Mary, 
gazing gently on her child, wishing the fullness of 
God’s shalom for Jesus and his future. Our mission as 
disciples is to show the divine care we hear in the 
blessing prayer, and to live out the care-giving we see 
today in Mary. 
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María, la Madre Sagrada de Dios 

Una palabra hebrea con la que mucha gente está famil-
iarizada es shalom, comúnmente traducida al español 
como “paz”. Sin embargo, la palabra es mucho más ri-
ca, profunda y amplia que eso. De hecho, cuando la 
bendición de la primera lectura de hoy concluye con 
shalom, sirve como resumen de toda la bendición: sha-
lom es la plenitud, el bienestar, la longevidad, la ar-
monía, así como la paz de Dios. Tal vez María rezó esta 
bendición mientras se encontraba en medio de ángeles, 
pastores y -muy probablemente, gracias a los pastores- 
vecinos curiosos a los que se les había informado del 
maravilloso nacimiento. Tal vez rezó por la paz de Dios 
no sólo para ella, sino también para su hijo, mientras 
reflexionaba sobre su nacimiento. En el umbral de un 
nuevo año, podemos rezar también esta bendición, con 
María como ejemplo, meditando los misterios de Cristo 
en nuestros corazones, pidiendo la riqueza, la profun-
didad y la amplitud del shalom de Dios. 

MARÍA LA CUIDADORA 

En algún momento, la mayoría de la gente se encontrará 
con la necesidad de cuidar a otra persona. Esto es cierto 
para los padres y los hijos, por supuesto; para otros, 
quizás un padre o un cónyuge que envejece; un amigo o 
un vecino que vive solo después de una operación. En 
estos momentos, junto con el cuidado del momento, a 
menudo hay un enfoque en el futuro, una pregunta so-
bre lo que vendrá. Como es natural, la nueva madre Ma-
ría se centra en el futuro, con muchas posibilidades que 
alberga en su corazón. Reflexiona en silencio en medio 
de la agitada serie de acontecimientos que siguen al 
nacimiento de su hijo: pastores apresurados que van a 
contar la maravillosa noticia a otros, y luego esos otros 
comparten su asombro. Lucas nos dice que María guar-
da todo esto y reflexiona en su corazón. María vela por 
Jesús como lo hacen las madres, vigilando cada mo-
mento. 

DIOS EL CUIDADOR 

Así como María vela por su hijo, así Israel oraba para 
que Dios velara por ellos y por los demás, para que los 
bendijera y los guardara, como María guardaba y reflex-
ionaba en su corazón. El rostro de María seguramente 
resplandecía sobre el niño Jesús, así como Israel rezaba 
para que el rostro de Dios resplandeciera sobre ellos con 
esa gracia que también conocemos en ella a la que 
llamamos “llena de gracia”. Al final de la bendición de 
la primera lectura de hoy hay una oración para que Dios 
nos mire con bondad y, aún más, nos conceda la paz. 
Puede que sea en esta última línea de la bendición 
donde veamos a Dios más activo en el rostro y los 
cuidados de María, que mira con dulzura a su hijo, 
deseando la plenitud del shalom de Dios para Jesús y su 
futuro. Nuestra misión como discípulos es mostrar el 
cuidado divino que escuchamos en la oración de ben-
dición, y vivir el cuidado que vemos hoy en María. 
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 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother Of God 

Today, consecrate 
the new year to the 
Mother of Christ, to 
her protection and 
help, asking God to 
make this a year of 
many blessings.  

In the first reading, 
God teaches Moses 
how to pass bless-
ings onto others. 
The responsorial 
psalm includes a 
request for God to 
bless us. The second 
reading describes 
the greatest bless-
ing we've received: 
our adoption by 
God the Father.  

The people who 
heard the testimony 
of the shepherds in 
the Gospel reading 
were amazed. How 
often are you 

amazed by the Lord? Awe comes from recogniz-
ing Jesus in everything. With Jesus, we're 
blessed even in situations that feel like curses, 
because he is with us.  

To experience this, we have to keep our eyes on 
Jesus at all times. Look past the problems: 
There is the victorious Jesus already working 

on your behalf! He was born for your 
sake and gave up his life for you; of 
course, he is also doing everything else 
that will provide God's goodness to you! 
Look past your emotional reactions to 
hardships: There is the peace of Christ! 
It's available when you decide to trust in 
the love and the wisdom of Christ. Look 
past the person who is sinning against 
you: There is Jesus comforting you! He 

speaks to you through scripture, through Holy 
Mass, through perhaps a counselor, and many 
other ways.  

In every situation, keep your eyes on Jesus so 
that you can see his hand reaching toward you 
to bless you.  

We can learn from Mary to look past the obvi-
ous and see God's hidden blessings. When Mary 
looked at the shepherds, did she see scruffy, 
stinky strangers? Of course not. She saw nu-
merous blessings. Now look at the scruffy peo-
ple in your own life – through Mary's eyes. How 
many blessings do you see?  

Mary the Mother of God our Savior wants to 
show you the countless blessings that come 
from knowing her Son. Ask for her help in 
keeping your focus on Jesus in the new year.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

† Count your blessings. Make a list of every-
thing that's good in your life, including past 
blessings that give you warm, happy memories.  

† The Lord has done great things for you. How 
does this reassure you to-day?  

† What will you do this year to become more 
aware of God's blessings?  

† In what ways has Mary revealed Jesus to you? 

Numbers 6:22-27  
Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8  
Galatians 4:4-7  

Luke 2:16-21  

Monday January 2  
Sts. Basil the Great  

& Gregory of Nazianzen  
1 John 2:22-28  

Ps 98:1-4  
John 1:19-28  

Tuesday January 3  
1 John 2:29--3:6  

Ps 98:1,3cd-6  
John 1:29-34  

Wednesday January 4  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

1 John 3:7-10  
Ps 98:1,7-9  

John 1:35-42  

Thursday January 5  
St. John Neumann  

1 John 3:11-21  
Ps 100:1b-5  

John 1:43-51  

Friday January 6  
1 John 5:5-13  

Ps 147:12-15,19-20  
Mark 1:7-11  

or Luke 3:23-38  

Saturday January 7  
1 John 5:14-21  

Ps 149:1-5,6a,9b  
John 2:1-11  
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Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us! 



First, I would like to thank everyone who assisted in making our Christmas liturgies so beautiful. They in-
clude: Environment Committee, Lectors, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, Church Choir, Musi-
cians and Weekend Priest Celebrants. Even though at time it looks a little overwhelming, our ministers in eve-
ry area did a wonderful job in keeping the peace of the season! A special mention about our children who 
participated in the Children’s Christmas Pageant and their coordinators. They have put up an inspiring 
display. 

As we begin a New Year, we take the opportunity to reflect on the past year and then we look to the future 
with hope.  

Some of the major events in 2022 in our world included: Russia Invades Ukraine, U.S.-China Tensions 
Grow, Climate Change Intensifies, Pretty Bad Texas Freeze, Inflation Returns, COVID Eases, Iranians Pro-
test, Latin America Moves Left, Humanitarian Crises Deepen, A Year of Drought. We have witnessed the 
deaths of some of our family members.  

Even though many of the events mentioned are focused on difficult or heart-wrenching occasions, we can also 
find uplifting stories from this past year, We have encountered change in many areas of our life. And we have 
come to realize that change is not easy, but if we remain patient, we hope to learn even more and continue on 
our journey. 

Let us pray for those people who may have encountered a difficult 2022 and also pray that all of us can enjoy a 
wonderful 2023. 

I and the Parish Staff would like to wish 

you, your family and friends 

a Very Happy New Year 2023! 

Fr. Prem Thumma, 
Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Alan Dierschke, Zulema Barrera 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary kept all these things, 

reflecting on them 

in her heart. 

— Luke 2:19 

From Father Prem’s Desk 

Another year is dawning 

with the chance to start anew. 

May we be kinder, wiser, Lord, 

in all we say and do. 

Not so caught up in selfish gain 

that we would fail to see 

the things in life that mean the 

most 

cost not a fancy fee. 

The warm, kind word 

that we can give, 

the outstretched hand to help. 

The prayers we pray 

for those in need — 

more precious these than wealth. 

We know not what may lie ahead 

of laughter or of tears; 

we only need to know each day 

that You are walking near. 

We’re thankful for this 

brand new year 

as now we humbly pray. 

Our hand secure in Yours, 

dear Lord, 

each step along the way. 

 

  — Kay Hoffman 

A New Year’s Prayer 



Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

LOOKING FOR A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION? 

How about one for your family? Whether you are the spiritual lead-
er of your family or a son or daughter, do you think you and your 
family would benefit this year from committing to attending weekly 
Mass together, and maybe even find other ways to keep the Sabbath? 

If you haven’t been able to participate in the Mass on a regular basis 
up to this point, now is the perfect time to make a renewed effort! 
As parents, we not only look at how we can make personal changes, 
but also consider how we can better help our children. We easily 
prioritize our children’s temporal needs: love, protection, food, shel-
ter, good health care, education, extracurricular activity, socializa-
tion. Any one of these offers a myriad of opportunities that can di-
rect and mold our child into the kind of adult they will become. 

The same applies to the spiritual formation of our children. In es-
sence, we hold the key that unlocks the potential for success as both 
earthly and “saintly” adults. What better opportunity is there than to 

make weekly Mass a part of their lives? Studies show that children who attend Mass regularly as children will 
be more likely to attend Mass and practice their faith when they are adults. Perhaps the most important part of 
children’s spiritual formation is learning how to live out the faith. Catholics live out their faith by coming to-
gether as a faith community to grow in relationship with God, and thus, grow in self-awareness and happi-
ness… living life to the full with Jesus! 

May your new year be filled with growth and happiness for you and your family! 

Religious Education Update 
CCD SESSIONS RESUME ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023. 


